
 

Example Referencing Styles 
 

 

 

Harvard: 

 

This paper takes as its starting point the Civic Voluntarism Model that was proposed in Voice and 

Equality: Civic Voluntarism in American Politics. That model embodies the sociological focus on 

structural forces as a way to account for differences in behaviour between groups. It also aims to move 

'beyond SES', or socio-economic status, to explain rather than just observe those differences in political 

and voluntary activity (Brady et a., 1995). Further, it is concerned with both political behaviour that 

aims to impact on government decisions and also civic voluntarism, or the array of non-political 

activities that individuals may undertake in their local communities through religious institutions, 

charities, and other such groups (Verba et al., 1995, pp. 73-79, pp. 81-84). 

 

 

Footnotes: 

 

From the minister proclaiming that election turnout is important to the anti-cuts campaigner recruiting 

to their local group there is recognition that democracy, however envisaged, cannot function without 

public involvement. As such the concern about declining participation amongst those who practice 

politics has been matched by the piquing of academic interest in the topic.1 That interest has been 

additionally keen because of the mixed effects of rising levels of education, which had been anticipated 

to deliver a participatory dividend, on levels of political activity.2 However, the focus on those topics is 

only a contemporary manifestation of one of the key motivating conundrums of political behaviour 

research: why do people participate or not in political activity?3 This is a question that has been 

considered extensively from three overarching approaches to explaining behaviour; those of rational 

choice theory, psychology, and sociology. 
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