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Agenda

• Practical points

• Student presentation

• Basic tenets of the sociological approach

• An example: Schlozman et al.

• Resources, engagement, and recruitment

• Causal process: background to participation

• The funnel of causality

• Discussion of readings



Practical
points

• Class representative

• How best to raise any issues

• Essay discussion

• Due at 12:00 on Friday 21 October

• Any questions?



Basic tenets of the
sociological approach(es)

• Social cleavages and privilege matter
• (Krenshaw 1989, Schlozman et al. 2020)

• Socialisation matters
• (Dassonneville and McAllister 2018, Dinas 2013)

• Social context matters
• (Dinas 2014, Grasso et al. 2017)

• Norms and enforcement matter
• (Gerber et al. 2008, Habyarimana et al. 2007)



An example: 
Schlozman et al.



Schlozman et al.:
The Civic Volun-
tarism Model

Resources:
• Money
• Time
• Civic skills

Engagement:
• Interest
• Efficacy
• Knowledge
• Party identity

Recruitment
• Requests to participate



Schlozman et al.: 
Causal process

Background 
characteristics

Resources, 
engagement, and 

recruitment

Political participation



The funnel 
of causality

(Campbell et al. 1964, Daoust and Jabbour 2018)



Essential 
reading 
overview

Grasso et al. show that people who had formative 
years during Blair’s tenure were less economically 
progressive than people who had formative years 
during Thatcher's tenure (though socially 
progressive values started to rebound).

Heath demonstrates that policy indifference and 
alienation have a weak effect on the turnout gap 
between working and middle class people, whilst 
social alienation (as Labour reduced its number of 
working class MPs) has a sizeable and robust effect.

McNeil and Haberstroh show that social origin, as 
well as current social status (based both on 
education and occupational class), has an impact 
on likelihood of voting for Brexit, but that mobility 
itself does not have an impact.



Group discussion

• In a random order, each group chooses two questions from the handout, which is 
available via Myplace (L2929 > Week 3 – Approaches: Sociological)

• Each group discusses their questions and summarises the discussion on padlet, 
including any uncertainties or questions about the ideas, concepts or arguments:

• https://padlet.com/joegreenwoodhau/L2929

• At least one group member should be prepared to feed back

https://classes.myplace.strath.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=8947
https://padlet.com/joegreenwoodhau/L2929
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