
 

L2929 Political Behaviour 
Week 7 – Behaviour: The role of knowledge, beliefs and 
opinions 

 

 

Essential Reading 
 

- Abhijit V. Banerjee, Selvan Kumar, Rohini Pande and Felix Su (2011), ‘Do 

Informed Voters Make Better Choices? Experimental Evidence from Urban 

India’, Unpublished Manuscript, available online: 

http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.221.1405&rep=rep1&t

ype=pdf. 

- Elias Dinas, 'Opening “Openness to Change”: Political Events and the Increased 

Sensitivity of Young Adults', Political Research Quarterly, Vol. 66, No. 4 (2013), 

pp. 868-882. https://doi.org/10.1177/1065912913475874.  

- Lawrence Ezrow, Catherine De Vries, Marco Steenberger and Erica Edwards 

(2010), 'Mean voter representation and partisan constituency representation: Do 

parties respond to the mean voter position or to their supporters?', Party Politics, 

Vol. 17, No. 3, pp. 275-301. https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068810372100. 

- Christopher Karpowitz, Tali Mendelberg and Lee Shaker (2012), 'Gender 

Inequality in Deliberative Participation', American Political Science Review, Vol. 

106, No. 3, pp. 533-547. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055412000329. 

 

 

Further Reading 
 

Beliefs and opinions: 

- Kenneth Benoit and Michael Laver (2006) ‘Left and right in comparative context’, 

chapter in Kenneth Benoit and Michael Laver, Party Policy in Modern 

Democracies (Abingdon, Routledge), pp. 129-148. 

https://suprimo.lib.strath.ac.uk/permalink/f/12er6ft/SUALMA2164222740002996.  

- Richard K. Herrmann, Philip E. Tetlock and Penny S, Visser (1999), 'Mass Public 

Decisions to Go to War: A Cognitive-Interactionist Framework', American 

Political Science Review, Vol. 93, No. 3, pp. 553-573. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2585574. 

- Daniel J. Hopkins (2010), 'Politicized Places: Explaining Where and When 

Immigrants Provoke Local Opposition', American Political Science Review, Vol. 

104, No. 1, pp. 40-60. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055409990360. 

- Inglehart and Norris (2003), ‘Islamic Culture and Democracy: Testing the “Clash 

of Civilizations” Thesis’, Comparative Sociology, Vol. 1, No. 3-4, pp. 235-263. 

https://doi.org/10.1163/156913302100418592. 

- J. Eric Oliver and Thomas J. Wood (2014), 'Conspiracy Theories and the 

Paranoid Style(s) of Mass Opinion', American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 

58, No. 4, pp. 952-966. https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12084. 
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Beliefs and opinions (continued): 

- Mark A. Peffley and Jon Hurwitz (1985), 'A Hierarchical Model of Attitude 

Constraint', American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 29, No. 4, pp. 871-890. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2111185.  

- E. Janie Pinterits, V. Paul Poteat and Lisa B. Spanierman (2009), 'The White 

Privilege Attitudes Scale: Development and Initial Validation', Journal of 

Counseling Psychology, Vol. 56, No. 3, pp. 417-429. 

https://doi.org/10.1037/a0016274. 

- Karlijn L.A. Roex, Tim Huijts and Inge Sieben (2019), 'Attitudes towards income 

inequality: ‘Winners’ versus ‘losers’ of the perceived meritocracy', Acta 

Sociologica, Vol. 62, No. 1, pp. 47-63. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0001699317748340. 

- Michael R. Tomz and Jessica L.P. Weeks (2013), 'Public Opinion and the 

Democratic Peace', American Political Science Review, Vol. 107, No. 4, pp. 849-

865. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055413000488. 

- John Zaller (1992), The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion (Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press). 

https://suprimo.lib.strath.ac.uk/permalink/f/1vm6dnl/SUALMA2142887260002996. 

 

Communication: 

- Jakob Groshek and Karolina Koc-Michalska (2017), 'Helping populism win? 

Social media use, filter bubbles, and support for populist presidential candidates 

in the 2016 US election campaign', Information, Communication & Society, Vol. 

20, No. 9, pp. 1389-1407. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118X.2017.1329334. 

- Joris Lammers and Matt Baldwin (2018), 'Past-Focused Temporal 

Communication Overcomes Conservatives’ Resistance to Liberal Political Ideas', 

Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, Vol. 114, No. 4, pp. 599-619. 

https://doi.org/10.1037/pspi0000121. 

- Sophie Lecheler and Claes de Vreese (2011), 'Getting Real: The Duration of 

Framing Effects', Journal of Communication, Vol. 61, No. 5, pp. 959-983. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1460-2466.2011.01580.x. 

- Paul Marx and Gijs Schumacher (2016), 'The effect of economic change and 

elite framing on support for welfare state retrenchment: A survey experiment', 

Journal of European Social Policy, Vol. 26, No. 1, pp. 20-31. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0958928715621711. 
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Knowledge: 

- Ruth Dassonneville and Ian McCallister (2016), ‘Gender, Political Knowledge, 

and Descriptive Representation: The Impact of Long-Term Socialization’, 

American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 62, No. 2, pp. 249-265. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12353. 

- Daniel Laurison (2015), 'The Willingness to State an Opinion: Inequality, Don't 

Know Responses, and Political Participation', Sociological Forum, Vol. 30, No. 4, 

pp. 925-948. https://doi.org/10.1111/socf.12202. 

- Arthur Lupia, Adam Seth Levine, Jesse O. Menning and Gisela Sin (2007), 

'Were Bush Tax Cut Supporters “Simply Ignorant?” A Second Look at 

Conservatives and Liberals in “Homer Gets a Tax Cut”', Perspectives on Politics, 

Vol. 5, No. 4 (Dec., 2007), pp. 773-784. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537592707072210. 

- Jeanette Morehouse Mendez and Tracy Osborn (2010), 'Gender and the 

Perception of Knowledge in Political Discussion', Political Research Quarterly, 

Vol. 62, No. 2, pp. 269-279. https://doi.org/10.1177/1065912908328860. 

- Jeffery J. Mondak and Mary R. Anderson (2004), 'The Knowledge Gap: A 

Reexamination of Gender-Based Differences in Political Knowledge', Journal of 

Politics, Vol. 66, No. 2, pp. 492-512. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-

2508.2004.00161.x. 

- Rohindi Pande (2011), ‘Can Informed Voters Enforce Better Governance? 

Experiments in Low-Income Democracies’, Annual Review of Economics, Vol. 3, 

pp. 215-237. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-economics-061109-080154. 

 

Representation: 

- Philip Keefer and Stuti Khemani (2005), ‘Democracy, Public Expenditures, and 

the Poor: Understanding Political Incentives for Providing Public Services’, The 

World Bank Research Observer, Vol. 20, No. 1, pp. 1-27. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/wbro/lki002. 

- Joni Lovenduski and Pippa Norris (2003), ‘Westminster Women: the Politics of 

Presence’, Political Studies, Vol. 51, No. 3, pp. 84-102. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9248.00414. 

- John D. May (1973), 'Opinion Structure of Political Parties: The Special Law of 

Curvilinear Disparity', Political Studies, Vol. 21, No. 2, pp. 135-151. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9248.1973.tb01423.x. 
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